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Your Project Title: Art From Within 

Your Project Summary: We aim to collaboratively work with Towards Employment (a non-profit 

organization dedicated to assisting individuals who have been incarcerated obtain employment) in 

providing an artistic outlet for personal expression for individuals who have been incarcerated.  We aim 

to provide a supportive and creative outlet and inclusion in our artistic community for such individuals 

through opportunities for art education and presentation, access to open studio, mentoring, and 

development as an artist. 

Final Score: Yes. Overall, the panel found that the applicant provided evidence throughout the application 

that the funding criteria were met.   

CAC Grant Amount: $3100 

 

To ensure an impartial and transparent application review process, CAC convened an online panel of arts 

and cultural professionals from outside the region who evaluated and scored eligible applications. 

Panelists scored each application based on the Funding Criteria—Public Benefit, Artistic and Cultural 

Vibrancy and Organizational Capacity—with an emphasis on Public Benefit. For more details regarding the 

panel process and full panelist bios, please review the Panel Guide. 

     

Samuel Sellers 
(Brooklyn, NY) 

Grace Kewl-Durfey 
(Fort Lauderdale, FL) 

Jared Shenk  
(St. Paul, MN) 

Lindsay So 
(Philadelphia, PA) 

Miguel Rodriguez 
(Boston, MA) 

 

Below you will find each panelist’s score and comment on your application in response to the question: 

With an emphasis on public benefit, does the applicant demonstrate evidence that it meets CAC’s three 

funding criteria? 

Note: Panelist scores and comments are presented in no particular order. 

Questions? Cuyahoga Arts & Culture is here to assist. Please contact: 
 

Dan McLaughlin    Roshi Ahmadian 
manager – project support  associate – communications & grant programs 
dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org     rahmadian@cacgrants.org 

 216-515-8303 x101   216-515-8303 x109  

http://www.cacgrants.org/assets/ce/Documents/Project%20Support/2017%20PS%20II%20Panel%20Guide%20for%20Web%20with%20Panelists.pdf
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Score: Yes 

Comment: I think that this is great project concept, it is refreshing, inspires creativity and addresses 

important issues that impact community.  It presents an example of how the arts can be used more deeply 

in community. A suggestion is that the organization itself, not just through its project partner, make sure 

that the local health and human services community, particularly the institutions, and law 

enforcement/adult/juvenile justice sector come into contact/experience the project. This may bring 

additional support and resources. 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: This proposal meet the criteria for CAC funding. Art from Within is a great example of an 

intersectional project between art and individuals who have been incarcerated, and provides this 

population with an artistic outlet for personal expression. This has a very focused and targeted 

demographic, and its partnership with Towards Employment, adds to the project's public value. The 

proposal is specific and the deliverables are very clear and reasonable with the proposed budget. The 

budget seems a bit thin for the number of participants served, and I recommend they work on increasing 

their revenue sources and build from it. Nonetheless, this is an exciting and unique project and meet the 

criteria for CAC funding. Bravo! 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: This application receives a "yes" for CAC funding. The partnership with TE serves as an 

exemplary realization of arts oriented, community-based, publicly beneficial programming. Work that 

"uplift[s] the spirit, open[s] the heart, and free[s] the mind are crucial in the field of inclusive post-

incarceration opportunities. The proposed sustained series of creative workshops, coupled with art 

sharing nights, are a tremendously valuable support component to assisting in social re-integration. The 

proposed budget request and designated usage is thoroughly accounted for, line by line, and strikes me 

as humble. 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: Yes, this applicant meets the funding criteria. This is an excellent proposal that combines 

genuine engagement of a marginalized community with an unique and exemplary artistic experience to 

Panelist 1 

Panelist 2 

Panelist 3 

Panelist 4 
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create something that will generate a great public benefit. As the proposal demonstrates, formerly-

incarcerated communities face considerable challenges accessing both employment and the arts. Teaming 

up with a fellow non-profit providing employment services to those coming out of the prison industrial 

complex, and providing access into the art world for expression and opportunities, will genuinely engage 

community members through arts and culture. I like that this is a new, innovative idea, and I think that 

past projects by the organization show that they have the infrastructure to complete these public events. 

 

 

Score: Somewhat 

Comment: The applicant somewhat meets the funding criteria. The project does inspire its community to 

think creatively and/or differently, but they are lacking a measurable goal rather than a yes/no goal. How 

will you know you have assisted and enabled individuals who have been incarcerated? To do what? 

Ultimately the project meets the public benefit funding criteria, however the response to #3 could have 

better demonstrated how community drives the work -- what is the overlap between the organization 

and the community the demand, what is the impact on the community you serve? 

 

 

 

Panelist 5 


